
Montana District 2 Little League     October 25, 2008 

President’s Meeting 

Holiday Inn 

Great Falls, Montana 
 

 

Present:  Renny Malach (District 2 Administrator), Keith Miller (Butte Northwest), Bob 

Scalabrin (Mile High), Duane Meiers (Mount Jumbo East), Rachel Jacobs (Mullan Trail), 

Wade Herbert (Mount Sentinel), Chad Kay (Lolo Peak), Sue Lowery (Missoula Westside), 

Daurine Spritzer (Mount Jumbo West), Kent Seaton (Americans), Ray Krenik (Riverside), 

Chuck Whitmore (Great Falls Westside), James Muscle (Malmstrom), Maureen Price 

(Missoula ADA/Softball) Danielle Funseth (Great Falls ADA), Don Davis (Butte ADA Asst.), 

Hal Karl (District 2 Umpire-in-Chief), Ed Kelley (Great Falls Umpire Consultant) 
 

Guests included Chris Odlin, Kevin Stephens, (Mount Sentinel), Michelle Blood (Mullan 

Trail), Dennis Zaremski (Great Falls Westside), Roger Lindquist (Riverside) 
 

Absent:  Pat Gallagher (Anaconda), Mike Richardson (Beaverhead), Tammy Stidham (Deer 

Lodge), Alvin Brester (District 2 Treasurer), Ned Ellingwood (Butte ADA/Baseball) 
 

The meeting was called to order at 9:32 by District 2 Administrator Renny Malach at the Holiday 

Inn in Great Falls.  Jack Bush (Mr. Pepperoni) made a brief presentation of the fundraising 

opportunities that he represents.  Jack has been attending the District 2 meetings for the past 24 

years.  Following the presentation, roll call was held. 
 

Renny asked the representatives to read over the Minutes of the 2007 meeting and make any 

comments or corrections.    
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to accept the Minutes of the October 27, 2007 

meeting as presented.  All voted in favor; motion carried.  
 

Communications 
 

The Little League Charter Applications have been sent out to each league.  Renny explained the  

need to take care of the league liability insurance section prior to January 1, 2009.  The other fees  

and information can be mailed in the spring 
 

Renny has chosen not to seek reelection as the District Administrator for another three-year term,  

he has asked Kent Seaton to act as the Election Administrator.  The nomination and election of a  

new DA will take place at the end of the agenda. 
 

Keith Miller had emailed the presidents about the passing of Mike Welch who was instrumental  

in starting the Little League program in Deer Lodge.  Renny read a letter that he had received  

from Mike earlier this summer.  
 

Sue Lowery explained what Carl Schmidt (Missoula Westside Umpire-In-Chief) and his family  

are facing with his wife, Diane, being recently diagnosed with cancer.  Our thoughts and prayers  

go out to the Schmidt family.   

 

The question of the need for original certified birth certificates was discussed.  The use pf  

photocopies may be okay at the district level for registration but is not acceptable for tournament  

teams.  Little League is currently working on several options, i.e. the issuance of a plastic card  



that shows that the player has submitted an acceptable birth certificate and proofs of residency  

that could be retained by the league.  Renny stressed the need to verify that a player resides  

within the league boundaries at registration to alleviate problems that may surface during  

tournament team selection. 
 

Little League has an Umpire Policy in place that limits the number of upper-level tournament  

games that an umpire is allowed to work.  This policy is being revised that would eliminate the  

clause so umpires would be eligible to participate in additional regional or world Series  

tournaments.  There would still be a 4-year hiatus between assignments. 
 

All league presidents have received the latest edict on the size of bats for the junior baseball  

program.  The limit has been changed to 25/8 with the 23/4 bats not acceptable for junior baseball.   

The length/weight ratio for Senior and Big League baseball remains at -3. 
 

Reports 
 

District Administrator Report 
 

Renny said that the state of the district is very good.  Although the district is so spread out, 

everyone is doing a good job of having every league interpreting the tournament rules the same 

way.  This helps to alleviate problems that have arisen during the tournaments in past years.   
 

He asked that those leagues that have not yet submitted their form for tracking player numbers 

and teams to please do so as they are used for chartering and the assessment of league dues for 

the next season. 
 

He encouraged whoever is elected as the district administrator to try to attend the Regional 

Leadership Training.  It would also be a good training for anyone who would like to participate.  
 

Sub-District A Report  
 

Renny’s last appointment as DA was to appoint Danielle Funseth as the ADA in Great Falls.  

She has stepped down as president of Riverside and, currently, that position remains open.   
 

Kent Seaton reported that numbers were down a bit for the Americans.  The league had a good 

time hosting several tournaments this past season.  There were not major problems to report. 
 

Chuck Whitmore said that Westside had its numbers up a bit and things went well.  They hosted 

the Major Baseball state tournament that was quite successful. 
  
Ed Kelley, UIC for Sub-District A, is stepping down and Roger Lindquist has agreed to take over 

the position.  Ed has decided that he would like to coach 
 

James Muscle reported that numbers in the Malmstrom league are down due to the housing 

project that has been taking place, but he looks to have the numbers increase as families move 

back onto the base.  The ASAP program for his league was accepted which resulted in our 

district achieving 100% compliance.  Overall, it was a very good year. 
 

Sub-District B Report 

Maureen Price reported on the Major Girls District tournament and the Senior Boys Baseball 

District and State Tournaments.  She said that they went very well with very minimal problems.  

She traveled with the Senior Baseball team to California for the Regional and was very 



disappointed in how unprepared the host league was in comparison to how Missoula and Butte 

do when hosting the upper-level tournaments. 
 

Daurine Spritzer reported that the number of players in Mount Jumbo West were up this season.  

The league is also in the process of constructing a new ballfield at DeSmet Fields and Hellgate 

School has just installed a new major/minor baseball field on the school grounds.  
 

Chad Kay reported that the numbers were up for Lolo Peak this past season, and the league is 

contemplating another field at the Community Center as softball is growing in their league. 
 

Sue Lowery said that Westside had nearly the same number of players as last year and that the 

season went very well.  They hosted a couple of tournaments and experienced few problems.  

The Senior Softball Regional went very well and was held at the same time that they held a 

tournament for major-aged teams.   
 

Michelle Blood introduced Rachel Jacobs as the new president of Mullan Trail.  The league 

experienced a good season with numbers about the same.  The 9/10 and Major Softball 

tournament teams traveled to Billings to participate in the state tournament.  Although they 

didn’t win, they made a good showing. 
 

Duane Meiers elaborated on the two tournaments that Mount Jumbo East hosted.  The league is 

in the process of creating a new ballfield up in the Rattlesnake.  Numbers were up as well as 

having many new umpires join the program.  He is going to send letters to both Seeley Lake and 

Lincoln to explore the interest in having those areas join Little League. 
 

Wade Herbert reported that Mount Sentinel had a good year with an increase in the number of 

players.  He also extended his gratitude to Renny for all of his help throughout the years. 
 

Hal Karl, UIC for Sub-District B, reported that all of the tournaments that were held in the 

Missoula area had good umpiring with very few problems arising. 
 

Sub-District C Report 
 

Keith Miller said that numbers increased in the Sub-District.  Deer Lodge formed its own league, 

and Mike Richardson is doing a very good job getting players to participate from the Madison 

Valley.  All in all, it has been a fun year. 
  

Bob Scalabrin had great year in Butte Mile High.  He was disappointed with several parents of 

the 9/10 baseball teams that participated in the District Tournament that Mile High hosted.  It 

was suggested that any league experiencing problems with parents to call that league’s president 

as soon as possible to inform them of the situation so some action can be taken at that time. 

Renny also received several calls about parents’ behavior during the tournament games. 
 

Don Davis reported that Butte Northwest had a fine year! 
 

Finance Report 
 

The District’s Finance Report was included in each packet.  Renny went over the line-items, the 

reimbursement for travel, tournament income and expense sheets, and other financial 

information.  (All forms are included in the packet for your reference.)  He discussed the reason 

for not having all of the information included in the tournament recap sheets.  A bank bag has 

been misplaced that contained money and paperwork collected during the 50/50 drawings at a 



few tournaments.  He will continue to search for the bag and may need to get together with 

Duane Meiers and Gay Wormoth to figure out just how much was received during the 

tournaments.  He has offered to reimburse the district for the misplaced funds. 
  

Safety Report 
 

Montana District 1 and District 2 have achieved the 100% mark on having leagues submit and 

receive approval for league ASAP programs.  This rating will result in a discount on every 

league’s insurance premiums.  Renny again encouraged all leagues to submit their liability 

insurance premium by January 1, 2009 to assure that this coverage is in effect after the first of 

the year.  Other premiums do not need to be sent in until later in the spring. 
 

Leagues were asked to report on any notable injuries that occurred during the season.  Riverside 

had one injury to a youngster who got hit in the mouth by a bat during practice.  The youngster is 

okay but experienced injuries to his teeth that will require follow-up care.  Mount Jumbo East 

had a young player going for a ball over the fence that nearly experienced an eye injury when his 

face came down on the top railing and fencing.  To alleviate the potential problem, the league 

has installed the yellow tubing on the top of the perimeter fencing of the field. 
 

Umpires 
 

Hal requested that recommendations for umpires who would like to be considered to become 

umpires at Regional or World Series tournaments are due to him by November 1, 2008.   He 

asked the presidents to call him to make sure the forms get sent in on time. 
 

If a league has anyone who would like to attend the umpire clinics held in San Bernadino, Hal 

also requested that they contact him as soon as possible.  The district will try to get people 

together to send as a group to defray the transportation costs.  A question about whether it was 

better to send umpires to the clinic or hold them within the district was raised.  Hal felt that those 

attending the clinics in San Bernadino received more extensive classroom and field time than 

what can be provided during the local clinics.  By attending the clinics in California, umpires 

have a better chance to be selected to officiate at higher level tournaments. 
 

Challenger Program 
 

Great Falls Riverside was the only league that carried the Challenger Program.  This year the 

program had nearly 20 youngsters involved, an increase from last season.  The program was 

under the leadership of two committed volunteers.  Anyone interested in starting up a Challenger 

Program is encouraged to contact Danielle Funseth who can provide the necessary information. 
 

Tournament Reports 
 

A sheet listing the 2008 tournament winners was included in the packet.   
 

9/10 Baseball  
 

Keith Miller said that the Sub-District A/C Tournament was good with considerate coaches and 

players.  Everyone had a great time.  Wade Herbert reported that Sub-District B tournament was 

also good with very few problems.  Bob Scalabrin said that the coaches and kids were great 

during the State Tournament, but some of the parents exhibited poor sportsmanship.  

 

 



Major Baseball 

There were no problems noted throughout all of the tournaments at this level of play.   Great Falls 

Westside hosted the State Tournament and came up short to Boulder-Arrowhead. 
 

9/10 Softball  

The District Tournament was hosted by the Great Falls Americans.  All of the players and 

coaches were very pleased with the treatment they received.  The Mullan Trail team traveled to 

Billings and played well. 
  

Major Softball 

Mount Jumbo East hosted the District tournament and reported no problems.  Mullan Trail 

advanced to Billings and fell to the Boulder Arrowhead/Big Sky team. 
 

Junior Baseball 

The tournament included pool play in two cities – Butte and Missoula – followed by the District 

Tournament hosted by the Great Falls Americans.  The State Tournament was held in Butte.  The 

state winner was Butte Mile High/Northwest that traveled to Alisco Viejo, California for the 

Regional Tournament.  Keith felt that the pitch-count rules worked better this year. 
 

Junior Softball 

There were only two teams involved in this level – Butte Northwest/Mile High and Laurel – 

so they only participated in a District/State Tournament.  The winner was Laurel – advancing to 

the Regional in Tucson. 
 

Senior Baseball 

The Mount Jumbo (East & West) team was the winner of the Pool Play, District and State 

tournaments.  They traveled to Ontario, California to participate in the Regional Tournament 

where the ended their season. 
 

Senior Softball 

Three teams participated in the State Tournament which was hosted in Great Falls.  The winner 

was Butte Mile High/Northwest that traveled to Missoula to compete in the Western Regional 

Tournament.  The winner of this tournament was Southern California that then advanced to the 

World Series which was held in Delaware. 
 

Unfinished Business 
 

The Dale Clawson Spirit of Little League Award is presented to a volunteer who best 

exemplifies what Dale meant to our district.  The award is presented annually to a volunteer who 

is from the city where the District meeting is held during the evening’s dinner.  This year, the 

winner is Bob Wiggum who has provided over 40 years of service to the Little League programs 

in Great Falls.  He will receive a personal plaque as well as having his name engraved on the 

permanent plaque that is housed at the Mount Sentinel Complex.   
  

New Business 
 

A question was raised about sending several teams travel to a city that only has one team 

participating in a tournament.  As there is a need to be fiscally responsible, perhaps better 

planning prior to the tournament season would help alleviate the rising costs of travel 

reimbursements.   
 



District Dues and Assessments for 2009 

Renny noted that the t-ball division was not a part of the assessment process.  After discussion on 

the need to raise the dues and assessments, the following motions were made and voted on. 
 

MOTION:   A motion was made and seconded to retain the District Dues and Assessments as 

noted below for 2009.  All voted in favor; motion carried.    

 (a) To retain the base assessment at $250 per league.   

(b) To retain the $50 per division assessment fee for the baseball  

      program and the softball program (minor through senior).   

(c) To retain the player assessment fee at $1.85 per player for travel the fund.   
 

In the event of an emergency, the District Administrator can call a special meeting to address the 

need to raise these fees. 
 

Reimbursement to Leagues 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to retain the present reimbursement for travel 

to the leagues at $125 per day: to retain the out-of-state travel reimbursement at 

$750 per team.  All voted in favor; motion carried.   
 

Team advancing to San Bernadino do not receive District travel reimbursement.  Please refer  

to packet for restrictions on last game of the tournament.  
 

It was suggested to put some of the excess money into the D.A.Davidson savings account for  

greater return. 
 

2009 Tournament Format 
 

The format for individual tournaments is extremely hard to decide until after the deadline of June 

15th for submission of tournament teams.  The tournament committee will decide on the formats 

after the number of teams has been set.  They will also retain the tournament host site in the 

rotation whenever possible 
 

MOTION:   A motion was made and seconded to allow the Tournament Committee to  

decide which tournament format is best for each division of play when  

necessary information is available.  All voted in favor; motion carried.  
 

It was suggested to announce start dates but not a specific location for a tournament to prevent 

the problem of having to change the site once teams have committed.  The deadline for 

committing a team for tournament play will be established by the tournament committee.  

Discussion on how to get leagues to assure that their teams will participate resulted in the 

following motion: 
 

MOTION:   A motion was made and seconded to have leagues assessed a $100 deposit fee per 

team enrolled in tournament play; if the team participates, fee will be refunded 

back to the league; if the team backs out, the fee will be forfeited to the District.  

All voted in favor EXCEPT: Meiers (Mount Jumbo East); motion carried. 
 

A possibility was made to have the players submit a deposit fee when they submit their 

commitment slip to help defray the costs of teams backing out at the last minute.  Renny 

reminded the presidents to let parents know that there would be Sunday games to help alleviate 

any problems with players not being able to participate. 



 

 

10/11 Year Old Tournaments 
 

The leagues expressed no interest in having this program in 2009. 
 

District Ball Purchase 
 

Shannon Holmes (Universal Athletic Service) has contacted Renny about once again having  

the district purchase baseballs and softballs through Universal Athletic Service.  The possibility  

of having the District Administrator request bids from other businesses for this purchase was  

discussed.  
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to have the new District Administrator solicit 

bids for the district-wide purchase of baseballs and softballs to get the best bid 

possible.  (Bids must be for the stated brands and quality of balls) 

 All voted in favor EXCEPT:  Herbert (Mount Sentinel) and Spritzer (Mount 

Jumbo West); motion carried.  
 

Renny reminded the leagues to make sure that their requests for inter-league play and combined  

teams and tournament teams are submitted according to the deadlines to assure that teams are  

eligible for tournament play. 
 

Under the guidelines, it was suggested that something be done during tournaments to alleviate  

the problems that arise when parents are directly behind home plate.   
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to block off the entire straight fence line area 

behind home plate to prevent parents from causing disruptions due to umpire 

calls.  All voted in favor; motion carried. 
 

If the field has an announcer’s booth, the blocking material should be placed on both sides of the  

booth, the entire distance of the straight line behind home plate.  
 

Renny encouraged the leagues to put more effort into holding the 50/50 ticket sales as it is a  

great way to raise money for the programs.  He also talked to the need to continue selling new  

ads for the tournament program as sponsors drop off each year.  
 

Boundaries 
 

There has not been any discussion about a need to change the boundaries in any Sub-District. 
   

Requests for Regional Tournaments 
 

Missoula Westside would like to continue as host for the Western Region Senior Girls Softball 

Tournament again in 2009.  They have hosted this tournament for the past four years.  Other 

leagues also expressed an interest in hosting a regional tournament. 

 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to submit a request to host the 2009 Western 

Region Senior Girls Softball Tournament in Missoula.  All voted in favor; motion 

carried. 

 



MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to submit a request to host the 2009 Western 

Region Senior Baseball Tournament in Butte.  All voted in favor; motion carried. 

 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to submit a request to host the 2009 Western 

Region Junior Baseball Regional Tournament in either Butte or Missoula.  All 

voted in favor; motion carried. 
 

The leagues who would like to host are to write up proposals for the District Administrator to 

present to the tournament committee at the regional conference.   
 

Nomination/Election of District Administrator 
 

Kent Seaton has accepted the position of Election Chairman for the selection of the new District 

Administrator.   
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to place Keith Miller’s name on the ballot to be 

voted on as the Montana District 2 Administrator.  All voted in favor; nomination 

accepted. 
 

With no other names being brought forward, Kent asked Keith if he would be willing to accept  

the position.  Keith said that he would be honored to become the District Administrator. 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded to elect Keith Miller as the District 

Administrator for District 2 Montana for a three-year term of 2009 – 2012.  All 

voted in favor; motion carried. 
 

Miscellaneous Business 
 

MOTION: A motion was made and seconded that, in the event the Renny Malach can’t 

locate the misplaced money back with receipts and paperwork from 2008 

tournaments, the District will not expect him to replace the estimated funds.  All 

voted in favor; motion carried. 
 

This motion is to be noted in the Treasurer’s Report that it was approved by the Presidents at this 

meeting. 
 

MOTION: In the event the Keith cannot attend the DA/ADA Seminar on November 14 – 16, 

Renny Malach may be asked to attend to represent District 2 Montana.  All voted 

in favor; motion carried.  (It was also suggested that perhaps Renny accompany 

Keith to the seminar if so desired) 
 

The 2009 District 2 Meeting will be held in Missoula. 
 

The meeting adjourned at 4:10 p.m. 
 

 

 

Respectfully submitted by: 

 

 

Daurine Spritzer 

District Secretary 

 


